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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the AMENDMENT submitted on February 1 2, 
2007. 

2. The current pending claims 1 through 22 are fully addressed and examined. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 through 22 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-3. 5. 8. and 11-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Szabo (US Pat. No. 5.966.126). 

Szabo relates to the field of graphic user interfaces for computer systems, and 
more particularly to graphic user interface systems having graphic objects representing 
data sets, in which a manipulation of the graphic object instructs the system to perform 
logical or set theory operations on the data represented by the graphic object. 
With regard to claim 1: 

Szabo discloses a method for providing access to stored data objects (i.e., 
Szabo, describes providing access to at least two databases, a data set being defined 
from each of the databases, see Szabo's claim 23). 
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Szabo discloses a method for providing access to stored data objects (i.e., 
Szabo describes providing access to at least two databases, a data set being defined 
from each of the databases, see Szabo's claim 23). 

Szabo describes representing a first arrangement of data objects comprising a 
first set of documents as a first graphical structure in a graphical user interface (i.e., a 
first data set in a relation of two sets represented by a first icon (circle) in a Venn 
diagram, e.g., Fig. 1C, column 4, lines 25-52). 

Szabo describes concurrently representing a second arrangement of data 
objects comprising a second set of documents as a second graphical structure in the 
GUI (i.e., a second data set in a relation of two sets represented by a second icon 
(circle) in a Venn diagram, e.g., Fig. 1C, column 4, lines 25-52). 

Szabo describes combining the first and second graphical structures in the GUI 
defining a plurality of user-selectable graphical objects each providing access to one or 
more data objects associated with a corresponding portion of the combined first and 
second arrangements, the combined first and second graphical structures including at 
least one overlapping region defining one of the user-selectable objects providing 
access to the first and second arrangements of data objects and one or more of the 
first and second set of documents (i.e., Szabo describes and illustrates that in a 
relation of two sets of data in a Venn diagram the combination of the first circle 
representing the first data set and the second circle representing the second data set is 
shown partially intersected, Fig. 1C, column 16, lines 18-44). 
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With regard to claim 2: 

Szabo describes the first circle (first graphical structure) having one or more axis 
(or arc-section) (i.e., the circle having a plurality of spaced radially oriented axes, 
column 6, lines 4-16). Szabo also illustrates the second circle having a concentric ring 
(Fig. 9) as a second graphical structure. 
With regard to claim 3: 

Szabo describes a data set represented by a circle or circular region (Fig. 1C). 
With regard to claim 5: 

Szabo describes that the first graphical structure comprises a structure organized 
based on one or more types of information that includes within the data objects (e.g., 
different data sets illustrated in Fig. 1C, column 1, lines 5-11). 
With regard to claim 8: 

Szabo describes concurrently representing a third arrangement of data objects 
as a third graphical structure in the GUI (i.e., the partial intersection of the first circle 
with the second circle, see Fig. 1C). 

Szabo describes a combination of the first, second and third graphical structures 
in the GUI defining the plurality of user-selectable graphical objects, each graphical 
object providing a link to a portion of storage associated with a corresponding portion 
of a combination of the first, second and third arrangements (i.e., each circle including 
the intersection region (a third set space) in the two set Vann diagram are all 
independently selectable and linked to a database, column 21, lines 47-55). 
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With regard to claim 1 1 : 

Apparatus claim 1 1 corresponds to method claim 1 , therefore is rejected under 
the same rational. 
With regard to claim 12: 

Szabo discloses that each graphical object comprises a two-dimensional polygon 
(column 1 1 , lines 63-64). 
With regard to claim 1 3: 

Szabo discloses that the GUI includes a circular area, and wherein the first 
graphical structure comprises a number of arc-sections of the circular area (i.e., the 
circle having a plurality of spaced radially oriented axes, column 6, lines 4-16). 
With regard to claim 14: 

Szabo discloses that the second graphical structure comprises a plurality of 
sectors of the circular area (Fig. 9). 
With regard to claim 1 5: 

Szabo discloses that each graphical object is defined by a combination of the first 
and second graphical structures, and by a third graphical structure representing a third 
data object storage arrangement (i.e., the first and second circles and their intersection 
(a third set space) in the two set Vann diagram are shown in Fig. 1c, column 21, lines 
47-55). 

With regard to claim 16: 

Szabo discloses that each graphical object comprises a three-dimensional 
polygon (column 1 1 , lines 63-64, Fig. 9). 
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With regard to claim 17: 

System claim 1 7corresponds to method claim 1 therefore is rejected under the 
same rational. 
With regard to claim 18: 

Szabo further discloses that a user input device for receiving input signals to 
navigate the GUI for accessing the plurality of user-selectable graphical objects (column 
16, lines 18-44). 
With regard to claim 19: 

Szabo discloses that the GUI defines a two-dimensional graphic formed of the 
plurality of user-selectable graphical objects (Fig. 9, column 16, lines 18-44). 
With regard to claim 20: 

Szabo discloses that the processor is further configured to represent a third 
arrangement of data objects as a third graphical structure in the GUI, and wherein a 
combination of the first, second and third graphical structures in the GUI defines the 
plurality of user-selectable graphical objects (i.e., each circle including the intersection 
region (a third set space) in the two set Vann diagram are all independently selectable 
and linked to a database, column 21 , lines 47-55). 
With regard to claim 21 : 

Szabo discloses that the GUI defines a three dimensional graphic formed of the 
plurality of user-selectable graphical objects (column 25, lines 44-57). 
With regard to claim 22: 
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Method claim 22 substantially corresponds to method claim 1 , therefore is 
rejected under the same rational. 

Young describes a method for providing access to stored data objects (i.e., 
Young describes a method which includes structurally based, visual means which may 
be employed in managing large numbers of data subsets within varied data species, 
used to characterize multiple complex entities and for making integrated, visual, 
comparisons between such entities on a quantitative, as well as qualitative basis. Young 
describes. Young further describes the data that may be used to construct a suitable 
helical structure (e.g., Fig. 3a), and graphically representing each dimension of the 
component in the various primary and secondary zones of the helical structure are 
stored, for later use within a database, such as the database 722 (column 16, lines 10- 
19). 

Young describes representing a first arrangement of data objects comprising a first set 
of documents as a first graphical structure in a graphical user interface (GUI) (i.e., in 
one embodiment, Young describes various types of data sets (e.g., first and second 
data objects), such as biochemical data, anatomical data, etc) that are superimposed 
or arranged in helical structure 12. 

4. Claims 1. 4. 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
102 Anwar (5.767.854). 
With regard to claim 1 : 

Anwar discloses a method of providing access to stored data (i.e., Anwar 
discloses a method implemented on a computer or stored in a digital readable format 
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including the steps of creating multi-sided data objects, populating multi-sided data 
objects with data, manipulating the objects and the data contained therein, displaying 
the objects, retrieving, storing, deleting, updating, and modifying the objects and 
analyzing the objects for data trends or for report generation (Abstract). 

Anwar discloses representing a first arrangement of data objects comprising a 
first set of documents as a first graphical structure in a graphical user interface (GUI) 
(i.e., using Van Diagram, data object can be represented by graphical objects, such as 
by circle as illustrated in Fig. 28). 

Anwar also discloses concurrently representing a second arrangement of data 
objects comprising a second set of documents as a second graphical structure in the 
GU (i.e., first, second and third circles representing three data sets or data objects are 
shown in Fig. 28). 

Anwar discloses combining the first and second graphical structures in the GUI 
defining a plurality of user-selectable graphical objects each providing access to one or 
more data objects associated with a corresponding portion of the combined first and 
second arrangements, the combined first and second graphical structures including at 
least one overlapping region defining one of the user-selectable objects providing 
access to the first and second arrangements of data objects and one or more of the 
first and second set of documents (i.e., as illustrated in Fig. 28, for example, Anwar 
discloses an overlapping region or intersection of the three circles each representing a 
data set). 

With regard to claim 4: 
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Anwar discloses at least one of the plurality of sectors is intersected by one of 
the arc-sections (i.e., data objects can be represented by any graphical structure such 
as any one of the graphical shown in Fig. 30, such as multi-rectangular arrays 1 14, 
wherein as shown at least one of the plurality of sectors is intersected by one of the 
multi-rectangular arrays (arc-sections). 
With regard to claim 9: 

Anwar discloses that the plurality of graphical objects forms a three-dimensional 
cylinder in the GUI, wherein the first graphical structure corresponds to arc-segments of 
the cylinder, wherein the second graphical structure corresponds to coaxial sectors of 
the cylinder, and wherein a third graphical structure corresponds to a height of the 
cylinder (Figs. 1, 10, 13, 14, column 7, lies 38-57). 
With regard to claim 10: 

Anwar discloses that the cylinder includes a plurality of sub-sections (Fig. 1,10, 
13 and 14). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 6 and 7 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

CONCLUSION 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior arts of 
record in the body of this action for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and Figures may apply as 
well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the response, to 
consider fully the entire references as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior arts or disclosed 
by the examiner. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
patent application information retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
application may be obtained from either Private -PAIR or Public-PAIR. Status 
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information for unpublished applications is available through Private-PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, please see pair-direct.uspto.gov web site. 
Should you have questions regarding access to the PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Tadesse Hailu, whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4051 . The Examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 10:30 - 7:00 ET. If attempts 
to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, John 
Cabeca, can be reached at (571 ) 272-4048 Art Unit 2173. 

'Examiner 'Tadesse HaiCu 
Jlrt Vnit 2173 - Operator Interface 
4/30/07 




Patent Examiner 



